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fs we head inte aufums, xe start this issue sith sone 
newsworthy items, Freddy Yacka of Bigital Precisiea has 
infersed a5 that, “Eiderseft are kaput( the fiari ST did 
it, NOT the GL) and their @L bosiness will either be taken 
aver by Transforn or curselves.” all of [Eiderseft's &L 
products are still readilg available, incleding their Mouse 


which we have in steck. 
wey 


Sandy is advertising a 256k battery backed static ran card 
conplete with software which we will review im an upteaing 
issue. Miracle sqstens is alse advertising a @L Quadraprint 
peripheral hich allows 4 Q's te be connected to one 
prister, It uses British "plugs" fer the serial connections 
which are not standard die? like U.S. OL's have so yea 
would have to make a modified cable. 


For ‘these of gou who like Lattice € as a pregrazning 
the superb users group in the HK is sos 
library te 


language, QUANTA, 
offering a Lattice € 
infersatien contact ; 


nenbers, For nore 


\_athael Pearce 
Flat § 


101 Brighton Road 
Sut 

Surrey SH2 55) 
ENGLAND 


By Morsholl Stiles 


The G& has several wags of accepting SuperBASIC coneands. 
The most often theaght of sethed is a pregran sith the 
characteristic line sunber felloned bg a command (Example: 
100 print “helle!"). The other sethed is more or less taken 
For granted, The immediate node for entering code, loading 
prograns (Example: PRINT “hello!” <ENIERD) is aseally ased 
fer just that, and that's where it usuallg ends. 


On the enexpanded GL I found that there was a nique use for 
the latter method of input. The difference sas that the 
comands would be conieg fren a file instead of the 
keyboard. I had created a large aumer of documents oa cnet 
sicrourive using the QUILL word processor. This resulted in 
an out of nenorg error every tine I attenpted te lead a 
document er get a directerq, It was then that I realized 
that the beet pregran uritten in SuperBaSIC uas taking up 
valuable nenerg space. I used an editer te alter the pregraa 
apd saved if as “beot" in place of the eld “boot” progras. 
re is the new listing: 


WINBOK 312,256 ,0,0:C512ZE 2,1:€L5 

AY 2,11 :PRINT “LOABING GL-Ki* 

al 4, 13:PRINT "version "32.1 

aT &G:PRINT “copyright 198¢ PSION LID" 
AT 3, 12:PRINT “word precesser” 

EXEC_K HDSL_SLP 


' to catl urong. 


part ina listing ue 
received frow Digital Precision that ve started in 


This is the second and final 


it useful, 
flake the of f- 
ending jobs 

suspend thea- 


selyes for 
short periods 


tast month's issue. We hope you find 


Serial transaission can becose 
spasmodic if fPU-bound jobs are 
running. 


Don't use CALL, 
except fr. short 
bootstrap pros. 


CALL from a large O>22k) BASIC 
progras can get the addrass 


Hore than 9 LiCais or parameters Gon't use more 
in one procedure can crash BASIC. than 9 LOCats 


Use CLS, or tuo 
sgatter BLOCKS. 


Graving a BLOCK of width 512 
doesn't do anything. 


Very tong lines given to TMPUT Don't try ta ine 
may cause buffer full’ error. put sore than 
428 characters. 


Atteapting to EDIT after a pra- 
cedure has aborted or been 
stopped may not be spotted, The 
asg. ‘not iaplemented’ is given 
and the urong line presented for 
editing. Actually editing this 
Line con corrupt the BASIC prs. 


Type"break” if 
"not implemented 
is givan in 
response to 
EQIT. Then 
retry the edit. 


For a complete listing of all the “bugs" on 
Digital Precision’s List, send a SASE and we'll be 
glad to xeraz it for you. 


KkKK 


Notice the lack of line numbers. Each line is executed as 
before. The difference is that the @L discards the command 
after execution instead of holding it in seserg. “LOAD 
mdvi_bost™ beceses the sane as “LRUN advl_boot". You cannet 
list the pregran with the LIST connand. 


There are {wo catches to this aethed. First, all cossanas 
nust be executable as stand alone, typed im commands (no 
line nenber references). Second, if gou call ether prograns 
or command files (like this one) and execetion af the file 
is aborted prenaterely, the file can be left in an open 
state with no apparent way to aceess it again bat te reboot 
the conputer, I suggest that this aethed be used for one 
tine operations like a sinple boot program, bet it sag have 
sone ether usefel purposes. 


ff 


In last sonth’s issue, line 118 ef Marshall's pregran 
SPINNING RINGS, has an error which we want fo correct. The 
last part of the line SHOULE have been printed, "eee = 6° 
"ecc=f". 


and snot We apolegise for the error. 


fee «oof §«=6the «=o biggest) «so qrowth) «os areas, sin fi ar 
applications today is  GESKTOP MURLISHING. & key 
irenent «6 of = such) =o programs = ois) othe «= effective 


combination of text and graphics on a salti-page basis. 
Several commercial pregrans of this type, such as 
Yentura Publishing and Pagemaker, are available for the 
Machintesh, IBM, Atari SY, and fmiga line of computers. 
These prograns range fren 158 te $868. 


The Sinclair @L is net to be overlooked in this area. 
Two commercial prograns, The FRONT PAGE EXT#A fron Gap 
Software and =TESCIGP «PUBLISHER «fron Bigital Precision 
provide many of the featares of these programs at a 
fraction of the price. 


this review will highlight the sain feateres provided by 
each oof these programs showing once again thal the 
fi wth its 68008 processor and = expansion 
capabilities can provide ‘real’ = creative = power. 
Typical oases for these programs could be ithe 
generation of sales flyers, catalegs, price lists for 
small companies, a club newsletter, greeting cards, 
business cards, the possibilities are almost endless 
with 2 little perseverance in mastering the capabilities 
provided. 


Gap Software was the first sanufacturer to produce a 
desktep publishing package. Their first attenpt, FRONT 
PAGE, provided nang af the basie functions but was ralher 
slow and lisited in its fermatting capabilities. The 
program owas the first te use Liberation Software's 
SLIBERATOR te compile Superbasic code in which the 
native programs was written. Recently GAP introduced an 
updated version of FRONT PAGE, once agaia coapiled ssing 
QLEBERATOR, but with inproved fonctionality. & key geal 
expressed bg this manufacturer uas {eo develop 2 program 
which would run in an unexpanded 129k machine. G4P has 
faistaised this philosophy even with the current version 
of FRONT PACE, but was wise enough te realize that many 
Gi users now have expanded meserg and would like {ts see 
programs which can utilize it {ts previde extended 
capabilities. This led te FRONT PAGE EXTRA = shich 
requires at least 28k of additional  nenery. 


A recent entry inte the sarket, Bigital Preesion's 
DESKIGP =«6PUBLISHER §«6(DIPD «costs «= appreximately =otuice = as 
much «as «FRONT «PAGE «EXTRA =CFPX) but is rich in maay 
innovative featores especiallg in the graphics area that 
the former laeks. Conpiled esing TURBO, it leo requires 
at least 256k ef expansion nenory. Beth prograns can be 
used purely on their oun but their real power are 
Tealized when combined sith 2 dedicated werd precessor 
amd graphics packages. 


The feateres provided by both programs are tos 
pumereus to elaborate spon fully. 1 ill, therefore, 
linit ny review to the najor differentiating feateres 
provided by both aleng with areas which could stand sone 
inpreverents. 


Roth pregrans allow for the ser to enter text either 
thre anual keyboard entry or via a file inte a ser 
definable window. FPX allews for files readin te cone 
fron Quill, BP‘s the Editer, or even from Superbasic. It 


2 


strips out ang control cades present. DIP can alse 
accept Files but does net properly strip sat the control 
codes from Qeill making anual editing necessary.<See 
Augest LR fer way is overcene this. £0.> In both 
prograns sanual aniry fron kegbeard is linited te sinple 
insertion and deletion and novnent within the defined 
window only, FPX allows the user te chase from among 6 
fonts on a character by character basis, while BIP only 
allows for this fo be nade on the entire contents of the 
window, This neans many more windows woald need te be 
opened in STP aking it slightly mere akward {to ase. 
When input is cosing from a file, DIP will oaly display 
input into which fils the dcefined-sindon (which cannct 
exeeed the 405 pixel by 200 pixel viewport displayed). If 
the file length exceeds this the user must serell to 
display the proper portion and open another window after 
serallisg fo form large colemns. This is Limiting is 
conposition of applications requiring multiple  colenas 
such as newsletters, etc. FPX shines in this area with 
aa in=built facility to foraat inferaation read Frea a file 
ints 2,3,0r 4 colemns across the page. The user can 
interropt entry at any tine to position te a different 
column, position within a column, or even page. (FPX 
provides 2 sinultaaesus pages sith 256k extra, while BI? 
provides this with Sizk added). 


Justificatien is alse available in beth pregrans te 
aake outpat losk verg prefessional. In SIP the acer 
selects No, Left, fight (reallg flush justification to 
both right and left ends of celana) or centre. FPX 

ides essentially only full jastification (flush fe 
left and right columns) [his sierajustification (done on 


_ a pixel by pixel rather than character basis to siainize 


‘white space’), is done as input is read and is quite 
interesting to atch! 


Gap states that they realize their program is verg 
limited in graphics (freehand line drawing onlg and 
PGs) and they assume asers will inport and sasipulate 
graphics using external dedicated graphic packages sack 
as E¥E-G oor GEAPHTGL. This is the area in which BI? 
excells. The program has several modes af operation 
including the abeve-nentioned text sede in which &@ "? by 
S"-pizel-linited fonts are enploged. fnather nede alles 
fer higher resolutions text on a 16 by ib pixel basis. 
This text can be sealed ap in either "x" or “g" directions 
to produce large characters sithout significant less of 
defintion for headlines or large graphic characters. Te 
this end approximately a dozen fonts are supplied, {vo 
af which are graphical. 


The capabilities previded in this sede are mumereus. 
They include variable line spacing, bald, italics Gath 
right left,or no slaat) upside down, reversed, nirrored 
and ss rotated = characters = ons all = Fonts. «= Graphic 
nanipulatiens allew fer serging ef characters ith 
numereus patterns via an exclusive fection. This leads 
te many interesting effects such as shadow sriting, 
sirrer writing, and generation of elaborate 
patterns suitable fer framming text. B1PF alse allows for 
inportation of graphics in both compressed = or 
an-conpressed nodes,inversion, mirroring and full cut and 
paste operation. 


BIF allows for a built-in aaltitasker shich allous 
the user to leave the program and switch to anether via 
CTEL-€, FPX is rum 26 an exec job and ires a 
pregran such as Jasknaster te allen switching af jobs. | 


BIF provides for a total work area of OS x se 


pixels and has a print driver alloning for the page(s) 


te be printed upright or sideways. FPX provides for a 
668 x SH pixels area and alse contains 2 specialized 
priat driver. 


This review can net pessibily expect to 
ively inclede all the features provided by 


-— these excellent prearans. FPX ois ideal if  gour 
.  applicatiess are prisarilg textual and = salli-colunn 
“— apiented hile BIP hile nore than adequate for those 


ases excels where graphics are a key eleneat of the 
fetal page conpesilicn. 


ff 


UTCTN] ARATAFORUPNECTERD) 


Higital frecisien bas jest recently released DESKTOP 
PEBLISHER SPECIAL EBITION version 2.8. This new version 
requires a nisiown of 512k RAM and the use ef at least a 
single disk drive. Sone of the advanced feateres af this 
spatial version include the following. Jou can have windows 
larger than the visible sereen which can be up to the size 

of the whale page, There are now 21 istegral Of character 

sets instead ef 12 and gou can now change ts a different 

character fron inside the text nese. You can ase ang or all 
ths 2 sets-ia ene piece of text. User-selectable sord wrap 
an text is sow available. Gne is able to underline 
individual uerds, inverse individual words asd have right 
jastification te verd or character. 


There ois acu alse fall @UILLlis and GUILL_doc 
compatability. If you ase contrel codes in QUILL sech as 
BALB ep italies, DESET@P sill inport these alse. You can 
lead text acress ang area up ta the entire page in one go. 
fou can load 16 by i6 fents across ang area up te the entire 
page in one go. The page can be mirrored, inverted and you 
tan pen specify different page sizes (3, , 5, for 
exasple}. You tan “aute size“ inconing text for the best 
v~essible fit. 


\~traphically, there are gow line, art, line, circla, aad 
allipse drawing routines. There is a full fFeatore textere 
fill routine and over 7009 textures are included as 
Standard. Jou say also define your own fexteres. You can 
even lead ia pages fren, say, FRONT PAGE, aad re-design thes 
in BESTG. 


fi 


Fer these of you whe would like sere infornation on a 
conparises between the above two desktop pregrans fer the 
OL, the august issue of GL HORLE alse has aa article oa the 
Siailarities and differences between «=the tue, 


fed, fer ang ef geu with a Prowriter #056 printer, the 
fegast issue alse centains a listing of a pregraa te allow 
goa te sedifg the GPRIN] file fron EQSEL to dump te your 
printer. 


The fugust issue also ceatains an excellent article by Sisoa 
Geodain( of THREG fane) on differences between the various 
Hi ORGMs «which complements our "Bugs in ng Superfasic" 
listing featured earlier in this issue. 


received the follewieg letter fron Carl Ruchte of 


\esisville, Me: 


"I was pleased to find the coverage of PASCAL in gour July 


OL FEPERI> There fas een little on lanquages other than 
SuperBASI£ in any ef the newsletters er magazines I receive. 


These of us whe pregran in other languages are alwags hapay 
da find that we are not ftetally averlooked. 


It sight be well to point out te gour readers that if the 
desonstration programs in the Jalg GLE are conpiled with the 
Hetacenco compiler that the extensions to [90 option mast be 
invoked; that is, when the conpiler asks, “Extensions te 158 
standard CNT?" you aust tape “g"<enter). 


The Netacesco cenpiler with the exteasioas ts 188 aptian 
inveked pernits a sinpler neans of sending data to the 
printer. Example: 


Progran Testprint(inpat ,output ptiatfile?; 


var 
printfile: text; 
Begin 
rearite(pristfile, ‘seri2'); 
writela(priatfile,"This will alse sake the printer 
werk?'> 2 


af 


Networking a Trunp GL te THOR bas preved te be a very nice 
tenbination. XCHANGE on THOR does not seen te contain the 
beg in a2tHIVE which lisits gow te 2300 sone odd records. We 


"ware able te surpass the number on THOR which resulted in an 


*inconplete File transfer error when we atteapted te close 
the file on a OL. Usfortenately, we have been unable to 
transfer the “THOR” database over te the @ and successfully 


open it, 
QUOGH SHOPAONG 


The hatter clock should be readily available by the tise 
qou read this. We apologise fer the delay and hope you feel 
the wait was worth it. 


GO GFOATE 


Fer these af gou whe purchased TéX-I-fl, there will be a 
1387 edition available which sill print direetlg te IB 
ferns and the tax fables are built in. He will have sere 
infereation on pricing and cests fer an upgrade in the next 
issue. 


ER A review by Chuck Flatt 


Sidewinder is basically a screen dump pregran, with a 
difference. It is a set of utilities that set calg allows 
gow to dump a screen fron any graphic progran, but also 
gives you the facilities to alter gour graphic, as im a 
drawing program. 11 alse incledes a utility te priat labels 
fron either a graphic seurce or fron the built ia text 
Facility. 


Sidewinder is a nonochrone high-res node 4 dump, which neans 
that it calg priests the black pixels of a coler graphic 
sereea, but don't let that threw gow. It alsa gives gee the 
option to convert a nade & sereen to node 4, and vice versa, 
although Sidewinder won't print ext a node @ screen, 
Incleded is a FER/GREEN celer ceaversion option that gives 
geu the choice te make red er green either black er uhite, 
or a nestly whitesblack randon dot patters. The choices are 
between 1 & 9, 1 being nestly white, and 9 being nestly 
black. If you de net cheese te receler then red and green 
will be ignored. 


The pregran is set ep in a series of meaus that are reached 
by single key entries which include the fusction kegs and 
others. There is an internal help facility that covers all 


aspects of the progran that can alse be printed eut as a 
uill file. 


Khen the pregran is first leaded gow have the optiea te 
viewpriat the help files, lead a sereen, print labels, or 
print a role. the rule is provided as an aid for judging how 
nany spaces gow want fo ase to center your graphic on jour 
particalar priater. 


There is onlg ene printer driver and that is for EPS6N B86 
or compatible printers. 


after geu have chesen te and loaded a screen gow can then 
either get a hard copy, save it to nemorg just ia case goa 
pake a sistake, sirror, invert (change black te white), or 
edit. Gece ia the edit sede gow can draw freehand or point 

by point. Jeu can use black er white ink. In Freehand node 

yeu can change the cursor size for thick er thin lines. 
There is also a text editor that allexs you to enter text 
asing either the @ character set or a bold character set, 
Gace you are satisfied with your screen gou can nake a hard 
copy. In this acde goa are asked for the ¥ density, 1 to 3, 

which does a sultiple pass. Yeu are asked for the X density 
which incledes all the possible Epson densities, and you are 
asked fer the size ef yeur dunp which can be anguhere fron 

your Fall size sereen to postage stanp size. There is also a 
cat epticn which allows yeu {9 crep your sereen dewa to a 
fraction of the erigiaal. 


This is really the pregras I was looking fer a gear 2go when 
I first tried printing out a sereen Fron PEINIRE and wound 
up with a5 elongated disterted inage. 1 like baving editing 
facilities in a dump verg much even though these are 
limited. se the labeler is a nice touch. 
Gverall I think Sidewinder is goed valee for your dollar. 
It's not EREG, bet it's verg asefel . 


Three stars out of five 233. 


UNTIL NEXT MONTH..... 


ENJOY YOUR OL !! 
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